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Another exciting research project PIAL is conducting is preparing the next generation of 
educators to facilitate PIAL modules. PIAL is working with Iowa State University faculty 
member Laura VanWaardhuizen, the Program Coordinator for Family and Consumer 
Science Education & Studies in the Department of Human Development & Family 
Studies. Jo Ann Lee, PIAL Outreach Coordinator, is teaching a group of college-level 
Family and Consumer Science students together with VanWaardhuizen. As mentioned 
in the article above, in this class students are learning different teaching methods 
alongside facilitating PIAL modules. Also, students are learning to be effective educators 
in the classroom and communities.  
 
 The PIAL research team has designed an implementation/process study for Objective 3 
of the Elevating Opportunities Through Iowa’s Parenting: It’s a Life Program, a contract 
with Iowa Child Support. Objective 3 states PIAL will "Engage future teachers and 
human service professionals with the PIAL program to prepare them to implement PIAL 
components in their classrooms and organizations." A survey was created to assess 
students’ knowledge and experiences related to PIAL module topics, life plans and 
teaching methods. At the beginning of the Fall 2021 semester, students took this survey 
online which includes five different types of questions 

1. PIAL module knowledge 
2. Previous learning opportunities related to PIAL topics 
3. Teaching methods 
4. Life plans 
5. Demographics 

Table 1 demonstrates sample questions for each of the five types of questions.  
At the end of the semester, students will be given a post-survey that includes the 
same knowledge and attitude questions, which will inform the PIAL team if there 
was a change after completing a semester-long learning opportunity about PIAL. The 
post-survey will also ask additional questions related to teaching methods and intent 
to use PIAL in the future. In addition, this research project includes assessing the 
same group of students before and after their graduation through different surveys 
to understand the impact of the course on their life and teaching. The before and 
after graduation surveys are in the process of development.  
 
Table 1: Types of survey question and sample questions  
 
 
 
 



Type of Questions  Sample Question  Sample Answer Options  
PIAL module 
knowledge questions  

Which decision type is the best when 
making decisions? 

o Reactive 
o Proactive 
o Inactive 

Previous learning 
opportunities about 
PIAL related topics  

Did you learn about any of these 
topics in your middle or high school 
classes? 

● Child Support 
● Co-Parenting 
● Costs of Raising a Child 

Decisions and Goals 
Establishing Paternity 

● Healthy Relationships  
● Managing Money 
● Peer Pressure 
● Resiliency  
● Risk and Protective Factors 

o Yes, in middle school 
o Yes, in high school 
o Not in middle or high 

school 
o Not sure 

Teaching methods 
related questions 

Rate your understanding of the 
following teaching strategies. 

● Case study 
● Gallery Walk 
● Lock Box 
● Participant Centered Learning 
● Pecha Kucha  
● Simulation 
● Storytelling 
● Video Sleuthing 

o I have heard of this 
strategy and understand 
how to use it. 

o I have heard of this 
strategy, but do not 
understand how to use it 

o I have never heard of this 
strategy. 

Life plans questions  At what age do you want to have your 
first child? 

o Already have a child  
o 17 or younger  
o 18-19 
o 20-24  
o 25-29  
o 30 or older  
o Not sure 
o Do not plan on having a 

child 

Demographic questions What is your college grade level? o 1st year  
o 2nd year 
o 3rd year 
o 4th year 
o 5th year 
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